DESCRIPTION
A 63-year-old Caucasian man was admitted to the emergency department due to hematochezia. He also referred mild abdominal pain, constipation and tenesmus intermittently in the past 4 months. He had been submitted to a colonoscopy 1 year before, and it was unremarkable. A new colonoscopy was performed and showed pancolitis with areas of deep ulceration, areas with linear ulcers with cobblestone appearance and multiple pseudopolyps (figure 1). Biopsies were performed, which showed a dense lymphocytic infiltrate with small and medium size cells D20+, CD5+, BCL2+, cyclin D1+, CD3− and CD 10−, compatible with a mantle cell lymphoma in colonic mucosa with areas of blastoid variant cells (figure 2). Cervicothoracoabdominopelvic CT showed extensive lymphadenopathy and splenomegaly, and a lymph node biopsy confirmed the diagnosis. The patient was started on chemotherapy and is currently alive, 6 months after diagnosis, despite the poor prognosis.
The patient's age, symptoms and endoscopic appearance were compatible with inflammatory bowel disease (IBD), however, obtaining biopsy specimens was essential to a correct diagnosis. In the differential diagnosis of pancolitis, not only IBD but infectious and neoplastic conditions should also be considered. Involvement of the colon and rectum by lymphomas is rare (<1% of all non-Hodgkin's lymphomas (NHL)).
1 Mantle cell lymphoma is a rare NHL that affects mainly males in the seventh decade of life.
2 If the lower gastrointestinal tract is involved, colonoscopy can show ulceration, a single large mass (even in these cases occlusive symptoms are rare), a diffuse lymphomatous polyposis (endoscopically similar to adenomatous polyposis), or a combination of these. 2 3 Learning points ▸ Mantle cell lymphoma is a cause of pancolitis, and its differential diagnosis including IBD can be challenging, mainly if symptoms, patient's age and endoscopic appearance are suggestive. ▸ Both diseases can present with involvement of the entire colon ( pancolitis) with ulceration, diffuse polyposis, a ( pseudo) tumoural mass, or a combination of these. 
